
Document-Based Question 

Causes of the American Revolution 
8th Grade Georgia History 

 
Directions:  
Read the documents in Part A and answer the questions after each document.  Then read the 
directions for Part B and write your essay.  
 
Historical  
There were many causes of the American Revolution.  
 
Background:      
The long struggle between England and her 13 colonies in America took place over the 
course of several years during the middle of the 18th century.  A number of important events 
lead up to the Revolutionary War, which resulted in freedom for the colonists and the birth 
of the United States of America.    
   
Task  
The 1760’s and 1770’s were years of dissatisfaction and rebellion for colonial America.  
Using the following documents write a factual essay that describes the events that lead up to 
the Revolutionary War.  Include information about the acts passed by British Parliament, 
political cartoons, newspaper articles, engravings, protests, and clashes between the 
colonists and the British 

 

 

 

Part A 

Short Answer 
Directions:  Look carefully at each document and read all of the information presented.  
Answer the questions that follow each document on the lines below the question. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Document 1:  Land Settlement 
 

 
 

After the French and Indian War, England controlled all of North America east of the 
Mississippi River. Many Georgians wanted to move across the Appalachian Mountains into 
present day Alabama and Tennessee, the great western frontier that the French had 
controlled before the war. The British government however, passed a law called the 
Proclamation of 1763, saying that these lands were to be "reserved" for the Indian Nations 
in hopes that peace would be preserved.  By making this land “Indian Territory,” the British 
hoped to prevent any further Native American conflicts. The law stated that colonists could 
not move westward over the Appalachian Mountains and Georgia’s boundaries were to be 
extended south to the St. Mary’s River and west to the Mississippi River.  Those settlers 
who were already living west of the Appalachian Mts. were to return to the east. By keeping 
colonists contained east of the Appalachians, the British could also more easily collect taxes 
from the colonists. 
 
Questions from Document 1:  Land Settlement  
 
1.  What did many Georgian settlers want to do after the French and Indian War?  
 
2.  Give two reasons why the British passed the Proclamation of 1763.  
 
3.  How did the Proclamation of 1763 affect the western and southern boundaries of 
Georgia?  
 

 



Document 2:  Stamp Act: Taxed Items 
 
 

 
 
The French and Indian War had been costly for the British and as a result, they had amassed 
a substantial debt.  In order to help pay for war debt, the British Parliament placed new taxes 
on their colonies in America, including Georgia.  Parliament passed the Stamp Act on 
November 1, 1765.  Colonists were now required to pay a tax on all forms of printed 
materials such as newspapers, letters, and all forms of legal documents.  As a result, 
Georgia’s only newspaper, The Georgia Gazette, was forced to suspend printing.  Colonists 
began to challenge England’s right to tax without colonial representation in Parliament.  In 
Georgia, our reliance on British support was seen as critical by at least 1/3 of the population.  
For this reason, the call to revolt wasn’t heard near as much in Georgia as compared to 
Boston.  However, as colonial protests grew slogans such as, "No taxation without 
representation," began to be heard. (Patriot VC)   
 

 
Questions from Document 2: 

 
Stamp Act: Taxed Items 

 
1.  Why did the British impose the Stamp Act?  
 
2.  List 3 taxable items as a result of the Stamp Act.  
 



3.  Which was meant by the slogan, “No taxation without representation?” 
 

4.  How was Georgia directly affected by the Stamp Act? 

5.  Why was Georgia’s population conflicted on the colonial response to the Stamp Act? 

 

Document 3:  America's First Political Cartoon 

 

Benjamin Franklin published this print of a snake in his newspaper in 1754, during the 
French and Indian War.  His goal at this time was to persuade the colonists to join forces 
with the British Army to defend the colonies and defeat the French. Copies were reprinted in 
newspapers throughout the colonies.  
We call this sketch a political cartoon. This is believed to be the first political cartoon 
printed in America. Political cartoons are not always humorous.  They are drawn to show the 
reader how the cartoon’s creator feels about a topic or issue. 
In 1764, Franklin’s snake came to have a new meaning.  American Patriots used the print as 
a symbol for uniting the colonies to gain independence.  
 
 

Questions from Document 3:  America's First Political Cartoon 
1.  What do you think is the meaning of the cartoon? 
 
2.  Why did Patriots feel the disjoined snake would be a good symbol for their cause?  
 
3.  Why do you think Georgia is not listed as part of the disjointed snake? 

 

 



Document 4: The Intolerable Acts 

 

In 1765, the British sent 40,000 soldiers to the colonies to help collect taxes from the 
colonists. The Quartering Act, just one part of the Intolerable Acts, was seen as the most 
egregious by colonists in Georgia.  It forced colonists to provide British troops with a place 
to live (living quarters) and to give them food and supplies at their own expense. The British 
Parliament told some American colonists that they must let the soldiers live in their homes. 
Many colonists had strong feelings about this new British law and the overwhelming 
presence of British troops.  In Georgia, Nancy Hart’s famous response to the Quartering Act 
was a rallying cry for patriots everywhere.  (GS VIDEO) 
  

Questions from Document 4:  Intolerable Acts 
 
1.  What three things did the Quartering Act force the colonists to provide for the British 
soldiers and did they did the British Government reimburse them?  
 
2.  What was Nancy Hart’s response to British soldiers entering her house?  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 5:  The Boston Massacre 

 
To the colonists of Boston in 1770, British troops seemed to have overrun their city.  
Tensions between Great Britain and the American colonists were growing. The presence of 
British soldiers angered colonists, especially the young Patriots*, who at times tormented, 
threatened, and scuffled with the soldiers. On March 5, 1770, after a group of young men 
threw rocks and snowballs at British troops, a fight erupted. In the brawl, the soldiers killed 
three men and wounded eight, two later died from their wounds. This incident became 
known as the "Boston Massacre". Paul Revere, a well-known Boston Patriot, made an 
engraving picturing what he called “The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in King Street, 
Boston”. Although the engraving of the event was not accurate, or true to what really 
happened that night, it caused a huge outpouring of Patriot resentment and anger against 
England. 

 
Questions from Document 5: 

The Boston Massacre 
1.  Describe how the soldiers in the picture are organized.  Are they firing from close range 
or from a distance? 
  
2.  Are the colonists in the crowd armed with weapons or fighting back?  
 
3.  In the year 1770, why might a picture have a larger audience and a  greater effect than a 
newspaper article? 
  



4.  Why would this picture help to unite, or join, the Patriots together  arousing strong 
feelings of anger?  
 
5.  Propaganda is misinformation, or a half-truth that gives only one side of the story.  It is 
used for the purpose of stirring up feelings or emotions. Why could this engraving be 
considered colonial propaganda?  

 
Document 6:  Boston Tea Party 

Eyewitness Account 
On December 16, 1773, an incident of protest against British control and taxation occurred 
in the city of Boston. It became known as the Boston Tea Party.  

 
 
Below is a portion of an eyewitness account from George Hewes.  
   

 
 

Questions from Document 6:  Boston Tea Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The tea destroyed was contained in three ships, lying near each other at … Griffin's wharf, and were 
surrounded by armed ships of war…   
  It was now evening, and I immediately dressed myself in the costume of an Indian, equipped with a small 
hatchet… and a club, after having painted my face and hands with coal dust in the shop of a blacksmith, I 
repaired to Griffin's wharf, where the ships lay that contained the tea. When I first appeared in the street after 
being thus disguised, I fell in with many who were dressed, equipped and painted as I was, and who fell in 
with me and marched in order to the place of our destination.  
  When we arrived at the wharf, … they divided us into three parties, for the purpose of boarding the three 
ships which contained the tea ... as soon as we were on board the ship  
… [they] ordered me to go to the captain and demand of him the keys to the hatches and a dozen candles. I 
made the demand accordingly, and the captain promptly replied, and delivered the articles; but requested me at 
the same time to do no damage to the ship or rigging.  We then were ordered by our commander to open the 
hatches and take out all the chests of tea and throw them overboard, and we immediately proceeded … first 
cutting and splitting the chests with our tomahawks, so as thoroughly to expose them to the effects of the 
water.  
  In about three hours from the time we went on board, we had thus broken and thrown overboard every tea 
chest to be found in the ship, while those in the other ships were disposing of the tea in the same way, at the 
same time. We were surrounded by British armed ships, but no attempt was made to resist us…  
-- George Hewes  

1.  What method of disguise did the protesters use?  
 
2.  What goods were the protesters seeking, and how were they destroyed?  
 
3.  Was there any violence against the ship’s officers or damage to the ship during the “tea 
party?” 

 
 

Primary Source illustration of the Boston Tea Party is shown below: 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Part B 

Essay Question 
Task:  Using the documents and answers from the questions in Part A, write a factual essay 
that includes an introduction, supporting details, and a conclusion.  
 
Describe the events that lead up to the American Revolutionary War.  Include information 
about the acts passed by British Parliament, political cartoons, newspaper articles, 
engravings of pictures, protests and clashes between the colonists and the British  

 


